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Demonstrators who gathered Saturday to protest police violence shut down Interstate 
35 in Austin. The protest started at Austin Police Department headquarters, right, on 
the I-35 frontage road. Officers stood face to face with people who sometimes shouted 
obscenities at them. [RICARDO B. BRAZZIELL/AMERICAN-STATESMAN PHOTOS] 


Inside 


e Cities across the country brace for more 
unrest, call in the National Guard, A6 

e Officials fear massive protests could trig- 
ger another wave of coronavirus, A7 


Online 


See late-breaking 
developments, more photos 
and videos at statesman.com. 


Austin demonstrators 
take their anger to the 
streets, highway during 
Saturday protests 


By Heather Osbourne 
and Ariana Garcia 
hosbourne@statesman.com 
agarcia@statesman.com 


Protesters shut down 
Interstate 35 in downtown 
Austin on Saturday, venting 
frustration and anger over 
police violence. 

In chants and on signs, 
demonstrators called for jus- 
tice for the officer-involved 
killings of Michael Ramos 
in Austin and George Floyd 
in Minneapolis. Saturday’s 
rally in Austin followed an 
overnight demonstration that 
ended with officers firing bean 
bag shots and making several 
arrests. 

“There are so many emo- 
tions,” said Lindsay Smith, 
who cried as she protested 
at the start of the noon event 
Saturday. “I’m so happy they 
have other races and ethnici- 
ties out here supporting black 
lives. I’m also sad about where 
America is right now. I just 
hope and pray there is justice 
in these cases.” 

Austin resident Katrina Hill 
said she came to demonstrate 
as a worried parent. 

“T feel like I have to be here 
for my children,” she said. 
“T’m a mother, and I have 
sons. It’s exhausting being 
black and being in America, 
because you always have to 
be on guard. It’s horrible. It’s 
scary.” 


See PROTEST, A28 
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